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some grain and sugar-beet in the southern part of the Tula,
Ryazan, and Tambov regions.
Considerable areas are devoted to potatoes in the Kursk '
and Voronezh regions. Cattle and pigs are reared in each of
the four areas, rye and oats, sown grass, and the waste products
of agriculture, such as sugar-beet waste, and stubble being
used for fodder. Around all the large towns vegetable- and
milk-production form the chief agricultural occupations.
Industry
An explanation of the early development of the handicraft
industries, and the subsequent establishment of industries
engaged in the working up of agricultural produce, such as
flax, cotton, wool, and metal, has already been given (see p.
537). Industry developed riot because of an abundance of
local raw materials, but because of the central geographical
position in the midst of one of the most densely peopled parts
of the Soviet Union and hence close to the great consuming
centres. The Kalinin Region, for example, was in a particu-
larly favourable entrepdt position, between Moscow, Lenin-
grad, and Southern Russia, and it was rendered more favour-
able when, during the time of Peter the Great, the rivers were
connected by canals.
The lack of local supplies of high-quality coal and iron,
and hydro-electric resources, tended to retard the development
of the heavier industries. But within the last twenty-five years
the brown coal of the Moscow basin has been utilized, in
addition to coal from the Donbas and oil from the Caucasus.
The output of the Moscow basin had risen to 7,400,000 tons
a year by 1938. After the coal has been burned the ashes,
together with sulphur and other substances found in brown
coal, are utilized by the chemical industry.
- Peat, too, is extensively employed as a fuel. There are
large regional peat-electric-power stations at Yaroslavl, Ore-
khovo, Ivanovo, and Shatura, while those at Kashira, Bobriki,
and Stalinogorsk use brown coal.
In the Kalinin Region there are now 125 electric-power